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Gang, Extremist & Threat Actor Symbol Reference 
Visual reference for OSINT review and in-person observation 

 

Supplemental to WS-1 Section 6  ·  Investigator Use Only  ·  Comprehensive Edition 
 

INVESTIGATOR USE ONLY 
This reference is for the designated MAG Vetting Officer only. No single indicator here is sufficient for 
a finding. Document exactly what you observe on WS-1 Section 6. Assess in totality. Probe in the 
interview. A finding that cannot survive cross-referencing is not a finding. Every symbol with a 
legitimate use noted is assessed only in the context of the candidate's full profile. 

 

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE 

Use during OSINT review of photographs, social media, and forum content, and during in-person 
observation. When you identify an indicator, record the exact observation on WS-1 Section 6 — 
describe what you see, not what you conclude. For symbols that have documented legitimate uses, 
record the candidate's stated explanation and probe it in the interview. A credible explanation reduces 
significance; an implausible one increases it. 
The 'Legitimate Use' column contains what a non-extremist person might plausibly say when asked. It 
is a probe tool, not a get-out-of-jail-free card. Assess: does the candidate's explanation match their 
broader profile? 

PPAR REFERENCE 
The Personal Preparedness Assessment Report (PPAR) provides information on a number of 
threats in your AOA, to include gangs.  See more at https://fortunefavorstheprepared.com/ppa-report/  

 
  

https://fortunefavorstheprepared.com/ppa-report/


FORTUNE FAVORS THE PREPARED · MAG VETTING REFERENCE  

Semper Paratus, Semper Gumby 
fortunefavorstheprepared.com  ·  Investigator Reference  ·  Not for Distribution 

1 
SECTION 1 
Tattoo Placement: Significance by Body Location 

 

Location Documented Significance Document When... 

Face / neck High commitment marker. Visible in all 
professional and social contexts. Only 
worn by those who accept permanent 
public identification. Teardrops, numbers, 
dots, and set names here = deep 
organizational commitment. 

Any tattoo on face or neck 
regardless of design. 

Right / left hand, 
knuckles 

Earned-status markers in many gang 
cultures. 'HATE/LOVE' across knuckles 
has roots in WS prison culture and 
general outlaw subculture. ACAB (All 
Cops Are Bastards) across knuckles = 
anti-law-enforcement identity. 

Knuckle text, numbers, letter 
blocks, or symbol tattoos. 

Chest / sternum Most personally significant affiliations. 
Where members put their primary identity: 
set name, founding date, memorial 
imagery for deceased members, large 
organizational symbols. 

Large text, numerics, or symbols 
referencing organizations. 

Forearm (inner) Daily-visible placement = intentional 
public display. Numbers, dots, crowns, 
pitchforks, or text placed here are meant 
to be seen. 

Any symbol from this guide at this 
location. 

Back Reserved for major organizational 
imagery: cityscapes, patron saints, large 
set names, complex compositions. Back 
pieces are earned markings. 

Any large organizational or 
symbolic design. 

Elbow Spider web centered on elbow = time 
served in prison or WS prison gang 
affiliation in many regions. Not decorative 
in prison culture. 

Spider web centered on elbow 
specifically. 

Back of neck Spider web or web-adjacent = 
imprisonment or criminal experience. Also 
used for SS-style imagery in WN 
contexts. 

Spider web or web-adjacent 
design at back of neck. 

Teardrop (below 
eye) 

Multiple meanings: loss of associate, time 
served, or confirmed killing. Single filled 
teardrop often = murder. Outline = 
attempted murder or mourning. Probe 
context in interview. 

Any teardrop tattoo on face. 
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Location Documented Significance Document When... 

Between thumb and 
forefinger 

Three dots (mi vida loca), five dots 
(prison), LA EME symbols common at this 
location. High-significance small tattoos. 

Any dot pattern or letter at this 
location. 

Wrist / inner wrist Clock without hands = life sentence or 
indeterminate time served. Roman 
numeral dates = founding dates, court 
dates, significant criminal events. 

Clock face without hands; roman 
numerals. 
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2 
SECTION 2 
Prison Tattoos: Universal Indicators 

 
Prison tattoos are not gang-specific. They communicate criminal history, status within the criminal 
hierarchy, and time served. Most are created with improvised equipment (modified electric razors, 
paper clips, guitar strings) using soot, melted plastic, or pen ink — the quality is characteristically rough 
and often monochromatic. Presence does not confirm prison time; absence does not confirm its 
absence. 

Symbol Name Meaning Probe Question 

🕐🕐 
Clock with No Hands 

Serving time with no end in sight. 
Life sentence or long indeterminate 
sentence. On wrist with watch strap 
= same meaning, long-haul 
emphasis. Hands present = sentence 
with defined end. 

Tell me about any 
time you've spent 
in a correctional 
facility. 

🕸🕸 (elbow) Spider Web (Elbow) 

Long prison sentence — 'sitting so 
long a spider built a web on your 
elbow.' Each ring = one year in some 
traditions. Also: WS prison gang 
affiliation in some regions. 

That's an 
interesting tattoo 
— what does it 
mean to you? 

🕸🕸 (neck) 
Spider Web (Back of 
Neck) 

Imprisonment or criminal experience. 
In some WS prison contexts: earned 
through violence against another 
race. 

Same as above. 
Note location in 
documentation. 

💧💧 Teardrop (filled) 

Most commonly: confirmed killing of 
another person. Regional variation: 
long sentence or loss of close 
associate. Filled = completed act. 
Outline = attempted or mourning. 

Have you 
experienced 
significant 
violence or loss 
that you carry with 
you? 

 
(outline) 

Teardrop (outline) 
Attempted murder; or mourning a 
murdered friend/associate. Probe 
whether the candidate has lost close 
associates to violence. 

Same as above. 

· · · (triangle) Three Dots 

'Mi vida loca' — my crazy life. 
General gang lifestyle commitment, 
not gang-specific. Common in Latino 
gang cultures, Mexican Mafia 
affiliated. Located hand or beside 
eye. 

What does that 
tattoo represent to 
you? 

· · · · · Five Dots 

Time served in prison. Four outer 
dots = four walls; center dot = the 
prisoner. Internationally recognized. 
Hand between thumb and forefinger 
most common location. 

Have you spent 
time incarcerated? 
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Symbol Name Meaning Probe Question 

✝ (chest) 
Crucifix / Cross 
(Chest) 

'Prince of Thieves' — highest rank in 
Russian criminal tradition. In general 
US prison culture: 'I was unjustly 
prosecuted.' Probe for Russian 
organized crime connections if 
elaborate. 

What significance 
does that have for 
you? 

ACAB ACAB 

All Cops Are Bastards. Knuckles or 
visible location. Strong anti-law-
enforcement identity. Not prison-
specific but common in criminal 
subcultures. 

How do you 
generally feel 
about law 
enforcement? 

★★ 
(shoulders) 

Stars / Epaulettes on 
Shoulders 

Status in criminal hierarchy, 
especially Russian organized crime 
(Thieves in Law — Vory). High rank 
symbol. Very significant if present on 
a candidate. 

What significance 
do those have for 
you? 

AB / 12 / 
shamrock Aryan Brotherhood 

AB, 12 (A=1, B=2), shamrock often 
with AB inside, 666, swastika. 
Responsible for ~20% of US prison 
murders despite 1% of population. 
Full brand = major risk. 

Have you been 
affiliated with any 
prison 
organizations or 
gangs? 

BGF / dragon Black Guerrilla Family 

Dragon attacking a prison gun tower; 
two chained hands over rifle and 
sword; BGF. Marxist-nationalist 
prison gang, enemies of Aryan 
Brotherhood. 

Same. 
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3 
SECTION 3 
Street Gang: Tattoo, Numeric, and Color Indicators 

 
Numbers are the most portable and durable gang identifiers — they appear in tattoos, usernames, 
captions, and bios across platforms. A number alone is a data point. A number combined with color 
displays, hand signs, consistent companions, and additional symbols is a pattern. 
Color context: street gang color affiliation is worn consistently — in clothing, accessories, and group 
photos. Isolated color use is not a finding. Pattern across many photos and contexts is. 

· · · · · 
Five Dots 

Five-dot pattern 
typically between 
thumb and forefinger. 
'Mi vida loca' or prison 
time. Common in 
Latino gang and 
Mexican Mafia 
contexts. In France, 'a 
man between four 
walls.' 
✓ Legit use: General 
tattoo or dice imagery 
— assess context and 
location. 

· · · 
Three Dots 

Three-dot triangle. 'Mi 
vida loca.' Small hand 
or neck tattoo. Also 
used in European 
prison culture meaning 
'see/hear/say nothing' 
(no snitching). 
✓ Legit use: General 
tattoo — probe for 
meaning. 

◆ 
Teardrop (Diamond) 

Loss of associate, time 
served, or murder. 
Filled = completed act. 
Outline = attempted or 
mourning. High-
significance face tattoo. 
✓ Legit use: None — 
face tattoo alone is 
significant. 

♛ 
5-Point Crown 

Latin Kings primary 
identifier. Five points = 
L-K-I-N-G. Gold and 
black color scheme. 
Often with 'LK', 'Amor 
De Rey' (Love of the 
King), or BOS 
(Brothers of the 
Struggle). 
✓ Legit use: Fashion / 
royalty imagery — 
assess surrounding 
context and colors. 

Ψ / ↑↑↑ 
Pitchfork (3-tine up) 

Gangster Disciples and 
Folk Nation. Three 
tines pointing UP = 
Folk Nation affiliation. 
Tines DOWN = 
disrespect to Folk 
Nation, used by rivals. 
Often paired with 6-
pointed star. 
✓ Legit use: No 
common innocent 
usage. 

✡ 
Six-Pointed Star 

Folk Nation / Gangster 
Disciples. Six points of 
the Star of David 
represent: Life, Loyalty, 
Love, Knowledge, 
Wisdom, 
Understanding. NOT 
the religious symbol in 
this context — assess 
companion symbols. 
✓ Legit use: Jewish 
identity or general 
religious use — 
evaluate context. 

★ 
Five-Pointed Star 

People Nation alliance. 
Appears with Latin 
Kings, Bloods-affiliated 
sets, Vice Lords. Note 
orientation: right-side 
up vs inverted may 
differ by set. 
✓ Legit use: General 
patriotic or aesthetic 
tattoo — assess 
context. 

⊗ 
Spider Web 

Multiple associations. 
Elbow = WS prison 
culture in many 
regions. Back of neck = 
imprisonment. Web 
WITH spider crawling 
up = active criminal life 
(Russian tradition). 
Context-dependent. 
✓ Legit use: Gothic or 
artistic tattoo — 
location is key. Elbow 
web is high 
significance. 
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NUMERIC IDENTIFIERS — STREET GANGS 
MS-13 XIII / 13 XVIII / 18 XIV / 14 SUR / XIII BK CK GD 

MS-13 
Mara 
Salvatrucha. 
13 = M (13th 
letter). Devil 
horn hand 
signs, black 
ink, MS or 
503 (El 
Salvador 
country code). 
MS = initials 
of the gang's 
original 
neighborhood. 

XIII / 13 
Mexican 
Mafia (La 
EME). 'M' 
= 13th 
letter. 
North vs 
South 
context 
matters: 
Southern 
California 
= Sureños 
(blue, 
13/SUR); 
seek 
cross-
reference 
with color. 

XVIII / 18 
18th Street 
Gang. 
Transnational. 
Rivals MS-13. 
'18,' 'XVIII,' or 
'Barrio 18.' 
Second-
largest street 
gang globally. 
Heavy Central 
American 
presence. 

XIV / 14 
Norteno 
sets 
(Northern 
California). 
14 = N. 
Red color. 
Four-dot 
pattern. 
Nuestra 
Familia 
affiliated. 
Distinct 
from 
Southern 
Sureños 
(blue/13) — 
enemies. 

SUR / XIII 
Sureño 
sets. 13 = 
M (Mexican 
Mafia 
allegiance). 
Blue. SUR, 
XIII, or 13 
worn in 
Southern 
California. 
Rivals 
Norteños. 

BK 
Blood Killa. 
Crip-
affiliated 
anti-Blood 
statement. 
In 
usernames, 
bios, post 
content. 
Note with 
blue color 
displays. 

CK 
Crip Killa. 
Blood-
affiliated 
anti-Crip 
statement. 
Note with 
red color 
displays. 

GD 
Gangster 
Disciples. 
Folk Nation 
alliance. 6-
pointed 
star, 
pitchfork, 
'GD' as 
identifiers. 
Chicago-
origin, 
national 
presence. 

 

COLOR AFFILIATION QUICK REFERENCE 

Color Primary Association What to Look For 

Red Bloods, Norteños (N. 
California) 

Consistent red in clothing, bandanas, 
accessories across multiple photos. Note 
companions and context. 

Blue Crips, Sureños Consistent blue across contexts. 'C' or 'CK' 
pairing matters. 

Gold / Black Latin Kings Crown symbols, 'LK', 'Amor De Rey' in 
combination with gold and black. 

Black / Gray Generic gang affiliation, also 
Gangster Disciples 

Less color-specific; look for other identifiers. 

Black / Blue Gangster Disciples, Folk 
Nation 

Pitchfork and star symbols in combination. 

Brown Brown Pride, Chicano/Latino 
identity 

Assess in combination with gang numerics. 
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4 
SECTION 4 
Outlaw Motorcycle Club (OMC) Symbols 

 
OMC symbols are universal across all clubs. A three-piece patch (rocker-logo-rocker) is the most 
definitive indicator of active membership. Support gear (club-branded without the center patch) signals 
a formal relationship with the club. 

1% 
1% Diamond 

Deliberate self-ID as outside 
mainstream MC organizations. No 
innocent context for this symbol. 
AMA stated 99% of motorcyclists 
are law-abiding; 1% adopted the 
remainder. 
✓ Legit: None. The 1% patch is an 
explicit self-declaration. 

NAME 
[LOGO] 

TERRITORY 
Three-Piece Patch 

Top = club name; Center = logo; 
Bottom = territory. This structure = 
active 1% club membership. Non-

negotiable finding. 

PROSP 
Prospect Patch 

In the joining process — club has 
accepted the candidate and the 

prospecting period has begun. Full 
member status pending. Still 
represents active affiliation. 

SUPPORT 
Support Gear 

Club-branded clothing WITHOUT 
center patch = formal support 
relationship. Often used by 

hangers-on, associates, family 
members. Formal supporterseknow 

the club's activities. 

 

Club Primary Identifiers Notes 

Hells Angels Winged skull / death's head. 
Red and white. 'HA' or 
'HAMC.' 

Global. Dominant in most U.S. regions. RICO 
convictions documented. 'Support 81' (H=8th, 
A=1st letter) = supporter identifier. 

Bandidos Heavy man on motorcycle. 
Red and gold. 'BFC' = 
Bandidos Forever, Forever 
Bandidos. 

Southwest/Southeast U.S. Second largest 1% 
club. Federal RICO prosecutions on record. 

Outlaws MC Skull with crossed pistons 
('Charlie'). Black and white. 
'GFOD' (God Forgives, 
Outlaws Don't). 

Midwest and Southeast. Primary rival of Hells 
Angels. Federal prosecutions documented. 

Pagans MC Fire-breathing Norse sun 
god. Black and white. 

East Coast U.S. No international chapters. No 
fixed headquarters — decentralized. Federal 
RICO investigations. 

Mongols MC Mongol warrior on 
motorcycle. Black and white. 

West Coast origin. Federal attempts to seize 
trademarked patch under RICO. Strong 
California presence. 

Vagos MC Loki on motorcycle. Green 
and gold. 

Western U.S. and Mexico. ATF undercover 
investigations documented. 'LVMDMF' (Loki 
Volt My Destiny My Family). 

Sons of Silence Eagle with lightning bolts. 
Black and silver. 

Midwest. Smaller club with documented 
criminal enterprise charges. 

Cossacks / Black 
Pistons / Warlocks 

Regional support clubs. 
Colors vary. 

Support/puppet clubs for dominant clubs. 
Members often transition to dominant club. 
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5 
SECTION 5 
White Nationalist & Neo-Nazi Symbols — With Legitimate Use Assessment 

 

CONTEXT REQUIRED — CRITICAL READ 
Every symbol in this section has been co-opted by WN/neo-Nazi movements from older Norse, runic, 
or European heritage traditions. The legitimate uses column reflects what a non-extremist person 
might genuinely say. Assess: (1) Is the candidate's explanation specific and accurate? (2) Does it 
match their broader profile — Norse pagan practice, heathen faith, Scandinavian heritage? (3) Do 
multiple indicators appear together? A single rune on a Scandinavian-heritage pagan = data point. 
The same rune on a candidate who also displays 88 numerics, follows WN channels, and uses 
coded language = a finding. 

 

Symbol Name / Warn 
Level Extremist Meaning Documented Legitimate 

Use — Probe If Claimed 

 

 

Celtic Cross 
(racial) HIGH 
 

Co-opted as racial identity marker in 
WN contexts. Distinguished from 
Christian use by WN branding and 
surrounding symbols. 

Christian religious symbol — 
verify: does candidate have 
consistent Christian 
practice? Cross alone + 
Christian context = assess 
further. 

  
Black Sun / 
Sonnenrad HIGH 
 

12-armed wheel from SS symbolism. 
No pre-Nazi origins — invented by 
Heinrich Himmler for Wewelsburg 
Castle. No mainstream innocent use. 

Pre-Christian solar 
symbolism claimed by some 
Neopagans — but this 
symbol was invented by the 
SS, not ancient. Claim is 
historically false. 

 

Wolfsangel 
(Wolf's Hook) 
HIGH 
 

Used by SS divisions. Adopted by 
neo-Nazi groups including National 
Alliance. Resembles stylized anchor 
or Z-shape. 

Historical heraldic symbol 
(wolf trap). Used in some 
German municipal coats of 
arms. Genuine heraldic 
context requires specific 
documentation. 

 
Tyr Rune (Tiwaz) 
MOD-HIGH 
 

SS Panzer and leadership school 
insignia. 'Warrior rune' — adopted as 
martial symbol by WN groups. One 
of the most common WN rune 
appropriations. 

Norse rune representing the 
god Tyr (justice, law). Used 
by Norse pagans/heathens 
in religious/spiritual context. 
'Warrior' meaning is genuine 
— but is there a pattern of 
other WN markers? 
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Symbol Name / Warn 
Level Extremist Meaning Documented Legitimate 

Use — Probe If Claimed 

 
 

Odal / Othala 
Rune MOD-HIGH 
 

SS divisional insignia. Adopted by 
Aryan Nation and other WN groups. 
Represents 'racial heritage' and 
'Aryan homeland' in WN ideology. 

Norse rune meaning 
'ancestral estate' or 
'homeland.' Used by Norse 
pagans. Can appear on 
runestones and heritage 
contexts. Winged version = 
near-certain WN use. 

 
Valknut (Three 
Triangles) MOD 
 

Found on Viking-age stones linked 
to death and Odin. WN groups use 
to signal willingness to die for 
Odin/their cause. Less exclusively 
co-opted than Sonnenrad. 

Genuine Norse/heathen 
religious symbol. 
Archaeological — appears 
on Oseberg artifacts. Widely 
used by non-racist Norse 
pagans. Verify: does 
candidate have consistent 
Asatru/heathen practice? 

(arrow 
with serif) 

Life Rune / Elhaz 
(Algiz) MOD 
 

SS Life Rune used on SS grave 
markers. Inverted version = Death 
Rune (Todesrune), also used on SS 
documentation. Both used in WN 
tattooing. 

Elder Futhark rune meaning 
'protection' or 'elk.' Used in 
Norse pagan/heathen 
contexts. The inverted 
(peace symbol-like) version 
is particularly associated 
with WN use. 

⊕ 
(small, 
equal 
arms) 

Basque / Celtic 
Cross CONTEXT 
 

When used with WN material = racial 
identity. Equal-armed cross in circle 
is identical to Basque/Celtic cross 
used in legitimate regional heritage 
contexts. 

Basque cultural symbol; 
Celtic heritage tattoo. 
Assess: does candidate 
have Basque, Irish, or Celtic 
heritage they consistently 
reference? 

🔱🔱 
(three-
point) 

Triskele / 
Triskelion MOD 
 

Three-armed swastika variant. Used 
by WN groups including Aryan 
Nations and some Siege culture 
adherents. Distinct from Celtic 
triskele in styling. 

Celtic and Norse heritage 
symbol. Three interlocking 
spirals = genuine Celtic art. 
Three interlocking legs 
(Manx triskelion) = Isle of 
Man. Angular/flat-arm 
version = WN indicator. 

(runic-
style) 

Sowilo Rune (SS 
Bolts) HIGH 
 

Doubled Sowilo runes = 
Schutzstaffel (SS) lightning bolts. 
One of the highest-recognition WN 
symbols. Awarded in WS prison 
gangs for violence against other 
races. 

Single Sowilo = sun rune, 
used in Norse pagan 
contexts. The DOUBLED 
version (SS bolts) has no 
innocent use. 

88 
88 HIGH-
CONTEXT 
 

H=8th letter; HH='Heil Hitler.' Used in 
usernames, tattoos, numerics. Alone 
= assess context. With 14 or other 
WN markers = strong indicator. 

Birth year (many people 
were born in 1988). 
NASCAR car number 88. 
Hockey jersey. Always 
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Symbol Name / Warn 
Level Extremist Meaning Documented Legitimate 

Use — Probe If Claimed 

assess in combination. '88' 
combined with 14 has very 
few innocent explanations. 

14 / 
1488 

14 Words / 1488 
HIGH 
 

'We must secure the existence of our 
people and a future for white 
children' (David Lane). 1488 
combines both markers. Almost no 
innocent combined use. 

'14' alone = address, jersey 
number, date. '1488' 
combined = near-certain WN 
identity marker. 

 

ADDITIONAL WN / NEO-NAZI CODED LANGUAGE — EXPANDED 
Term Meaning Context Markers Innocent 

Explanation? 

100% 100% white / racial purity. 
Used in usernames, bios, 
post content. 

Combined with other WN 
indicators. 

Yes — '100%' is 
common language. 
Only significant in 
pattern. 

Peckerwood White pride (male) in 
prison culture. WS prison 
gang affiliation. 

In prison context; 
combined with AB/WS 
indicators. 

Slang for rural white 
person — assess 
prison context. 

Featherwood White pride (female) in 
prison culture. 

Same as above. None in prison 
context. 

SWP Supreme White Power. In 
tattoos, usernames. 

Combined with WN 
markers. 

No innocent use. 

Rahowa Racial Holy War. WN call 
to action. 

Any usage — document 
immediately. 

No innocent use. 

Odinism / 
Wotanism 

Norse religion as racial 
identity rather than spiritual 
practice. WN co-optation of 
Asatru. 

'Racial' qualifier; combined 
with 14/88. 

Genuine 
Asatru/Norse pagan 
practice is NOT 
Odinist. Assess: 
does candidate's 
practice match 
legitimate religious 
tradition? 

Moonman Anti-Black meme character 
used in WN spaces. Music 
associated with mass 
shootings. 

Forum/meme content. Internet irony claim 
— assess sincerity 
against full profile. 

It's Okay to Be 
White 

WN recruiting phrase 
designed to seem 
innocuous. 

Posted in public spaces; 
used as a litmus test. 

Surface reading is 
innocent — this is 
the point. Assess 
who is posting it 
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Term Meaning Context Markers Innocent 
Explanation? 

and with what other 
content. 

Great Replacement White nationalist 
conspiracy theory — non-
white immigration replacing 
white populations. 

Political content; 
immigration commentary. 

Some mainstream 
conservatives use 
this framing. 
Assess: is it a 
political concern or 
a racial ideology? 

Eco-Fascism / 
Green Hitler 

Radical environmentalism 
combined with WN 
population control ideology. 
Christchurch manifesto. 

Extreme environmentalism 
combined with racial 
content. 

Environmentalism 
alone is not this. 
Assess: does 
environmental 
concern include 
racial framing? 
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6 
SECTION 6 
Sovereign Citizen Movement — Comprehensive Indicators 

 

FBI DOMESTIC TERRORISM DESIGNATION 
The FBI classifies sovereign citizen extremists as domestic terrorists. Law enforcement surveys 
2014–2015 ranked SovCit risk HIGHER than any other domestic group. Between March–August 
2024 alone, SovCits shot six officers (one killed). Terry Nichols, Oklahoma City bombing co-
conspirator, was a SovCit adherent. Operational incompatibility with a lawful MAG is absolute. 

 
Sovereign citizens believe they exist outside U.S. legal jurisdiction due to special knowledge, heritage, 
or procedural arguments. The movement has no single leader or organization — members connect 
through seminars, social media, and online communities. A growing variant, American State Nationals 
(ASNs), rejects the 'sovereign citizen' label but holds identical beliefs. Moorish sovereign citizens (often 
Black Americans) make similar claims based on a 1787 US-Morocco treaty, which contains no such 
provisions. 

6A — PHYSICAL AND VEHICLE INDICATORS 
 

Indicator Where It Appears What to Document and Probe 

Homemade / altered 
vehicle plates 

Photographs of candidate's 
vehicle. Different plate format, 
laminated paper, 'Republic of...' 
language. 

Describe plate exactly. Ask: 'I 
noticed your vehicle — what's the 
story with the plates?' Listen for 
UCC claims or 'right to travel.' 

UCC 1-308 / A4V notices 
in windows 

Vehicle windows, posted 
documents. 'Without prejudice 
UCC 1-308' = sovereign claim. 

Photograph reference. Ask: 'I see 
you have some notices on your 
vehicle — what are those about?' 

'Right to Travel' / 'Common 
Law' window notices 

Laminated cards in vehicle. Also 
on personal property stickers. 

Same as above. Note exact 
language. 

No vehicle registration / 
insurance 

May disclose during conversation. 
May have expired plates. 

'How do you handle vehicle 
registration and insurance?' Listen 
for ideological framing. 

'Accepted for Value' (A4V) 
documents 

Bills, tickets, or documents 
annotated with 'A4V.' Posted on 
social media. 

Photograph or screenshot. Shows 
active SovCit practice. 

Red thumb print on 
documents 

SovCits annotate legal documents 
with red thumb print as pseudo-
sovereignty marker. 

Note on any documents shown or 
described. 

Copyright symbol © after 
signature 

Signature followed by '©' = SovCit 
claim to own their name as 
intellectual property. 

Ask to see a document with their 
signature during reference phase. 

Signature oddities: colons, 
dashes, brackets 

'John: Smith' or 'john-henry: doe' = 
SovCit punctuation indicating non-
joinder. 

Note exact signature format on 
any shared documents. 
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Indicator Where It Appears What to Document and Probe 

'Freeman on the Land' 
branding 

Merchandise, stickers, t-shirts, 
social media bios. 

Screenshot and document. Ask 
what the phrase means to them. 

Badges from fictitious 
jurisdictions 

'Continental Congress,' 'Republic 
of [State],' tribal badges from 
unrecognized entities. 

Note organization name, describe 
exactly, research independently. 

 
 

6B — LANGUAGE AND BELIEF INDICATORS 
 

Claim / Language What It Means Probe Response 

'I am a traveler, not a 
driver' 

Core SovCit claim that 'traveling' is 
a right and 'driving' requires 
license only for commercial 
activity. 

'Can you explain the legal basis 
for that distinction?' 

'Common law' citizenship / 
courts 

Rejects statutory law; claims only 
pre-1868 common law applies to 
them. 

'Which legal authorities recognize 
common law courts as binding?' 

'Flesh and blood man' / 
'natural person' 

Claims legal separation between 
physical person and government-
registered 'strawman' identity. 

'Tell me more about that — how 
does that work in practice?' 

'Strawman' / 'redemption 
theory' 

Government created a fictitious 
legal entity (in ALL CAPS = 
candidate's name) that is separate 
from the real person. 

'Have you ever filed any 
documents based on that theory?' 

UCC as personal legal 
exemption 

Misapplies commercial code as 
mechanism for personal 
sovereignty from law. 

'What has happened when you've 
tried to use that in practice?' 

'I don't consent to this 
jurisdiction' 

Used during traffic stops, in court, 
during encounters with authority. 

Ask about any law enforcement 
encounters. Listen for this 
language. 

'Accepted for Value' (A4V) Annotating debt documents with 
A4V = claiming to discharge debt 
through pseudo-legal means. 
Courts have universally rejected 
this. 

'Have you tried to resolve debts 
using that method?' 

'Admiralty / Maritime law 
on land' 

Claims regular courts operate 
under Admiralty (maritime) law 
and therefore cannot bind land-
based people. 

'What was the response when you 
raised that in court?' 

'Oath of office' demand SovCits demand officials prove 
their oath before proceeding. 

'Have you ever required someone 
to produce their oath of office?' 
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Claim / Language What It Means Probe Response 

'I do not recognize this 
court's jurisdiction' 

Statement made in court to 
attempt to void proceedings. 

'Have you had any dealings with 
the court system?' 

14th Amendment rejection Many SovCits believe the 14th 
Amendment created 'federal 
citizens' who are enslaved; they 
claim to be pre-14th state citizens. 

'What is your understanding of 
how citizenship works?' 

'American State National' Newer label for SovCit identity. 
Followers attend seminars, receive 
'nationality' certificates. 

'Have you attended any legal or 
sovereignty seminars?' 

'Moorish sovereign citizen' 
/ 1787 Treaty claims 

Black SovCit variant — claims 
immunity based on Treaty of 
Tripoli or Treaty of Marrakesh. No 
legal basis. 

Same as above. 

QAnon / SovCit overlap Significant overlap in beliefs. 'The 
government is illegitimate,' 'there 
are hidden legal remedies,' 
'common law grand juries can 
indict.' 

Assess for QAnon beliefs during 
general motivation/political 
discussion. 

 
 

6C — PAPER TERRORISM INDICATORS 
 
'Paper terrorism' refers to SovCit tactics of filing fraudulent legal documents to harass, intimidate, or 
damage credit. It is a federal crime (18 U.S.C. § 1001). Candidates who describe filing liens, common 
law indictments, or UCC filings against officials are describing criminal activity. 

Paper Terrorism Tactic What It Is MAG Risk Implication 

False UCC liens against officials Filing liens on property of 
judges, police, officials who 
ruled against them. 

Candidate may do this to MAG 
leadership if they feel 
wronged. 

'Common law grand jury' filings Convening fake grand juries 
that issue fraudulent 
indictments. 

Candidate may attempt this 
against group members. 

Fake 'arrest warrants' for officials Issuing fake legal documents 
demanding arrest of officials. 

Criminal behavior — 
operational incompatibility. 

Frivolous lawsuits (dozens filed) Filing lawsuits in multiple 
courts to overwhelm 
opponents. 

Pattern of conflict and 
harassment in candidate's 
past. 

Quantum Grammar / Parse-
Syntax-Grammar filings 

David Wynn Miller's pseudo-
language — courts have called 
it 'nonsense' and 
'gobbledygook.' 

Candidate is deeply embedded 
— this is advanced SovCit 
ideology. 
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7 
SECTION 7 
Left-Wing, Anarchist & Anti-Establishment Symbols 

 

CONTEXT AND PROPORTIONALITY — READ BEFORE USING THIS SECTION 
Left-wing symbols span a wide spectrum from mainstream political participation to advocacy of 
political violence. Presence of symbols in this section is assessed on the same standard as all other 
indicators: content, associations, and stated intent — not ideology alone. A candidate who attends 
protests or identifies as anti-fascist is not disqualifying. A candidate who advocates property 
destruction, participates in organized political violence, or is deeply embedded in cells that reject any 
lawful structure is a different matter. Assess the totality. 

 

7A — ANTIFA AND ANTI-FASCIST SYMBOLS 
 
Antifa is a decentralized movement, not a formal organization. It has no membership, no leadership, no 
central command. Symbols are adopted loosely and their meaning shifts by individual. The presence of 
antifa symbols indicates anti-fascist political identity — it does not indicate organizational membership 
because no organization exists to join. Assess: what specific activities has the candidate engaged in? 

Symbol Name Meaning and Origin MAG Relevance 

⚑⚑ (R+B flags) 
Antifaschistische 
Aktion flags (Red + 
Black) 

Two flags: red (communist/socialist 
tradition) and black (anarchist 
tradition). Logo of 1930s German 
anti-fascist organization. Most 
recognized antifa symbol. 

Political identity 
marker. Not itself 
an indicator of 
violence. Assess: 
what activities 
does the 
candidate engage 
in beyond political 
identity? 

↓↓↓ (three 
arrows down) 

Three Arrows / Iron 
Front 

Designed in 1931 for Weimar 
Germany's Social Democratic Iron 
Front against fascism. Originally 
opposed monarchism, fascism, AND 
communism. Still used in modern 
antifa and democratic socialist 
contexts. 

Symbol of 
opposition to 
authoritarianism. 
Wide and 
contested use — 
from mainstream 
social democrats 
to militant 
antifascists. 

A in circle ⊗ Circle-A / Anarchist 
symbol 

Classic anarchism symbol since the 
1860s. Represents 'Anarchy' with the 
A inside the circle representing 
'Anarchy is Order.' Very common, 
very broad — anarchism 
encompasses many subgroups. 

Indicates anarchist 
political identity. 
Wide spectrum — 
anarcho-
capitalists, 
anarcho-
communists, 
green anarchists, 
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Symbol Name Meaning and Origin MAG Relevance 

etc. Assess 
specific variety 
and activities. 

☭ Hammer and Sickle 

Soviet Communist symbol. Used by 
communist parties, Marxist-Leninist 
groups. Mainstream in international 
communist and socialist movements. 

Political identity. 
Legal in the US. 
Assess: does the 
candidate 
advocate for or 
participate in 
politically 
motivated illegal 
activity? 

✊  
(raised fist) 

Raised Fist (Black 
Power / general 
resistance) 

Symbol of solidarity and resistance 
across many movements — labor, 
civil rights, Black Power, feminist. 
Extremely broad use. 

Context-
dependent. This 
symbol alone has 
no specific 
extremist 
meaning. Assess 
surrounding 
content. 

ACAB / 1312 
All Cops Are 
Bastards (1=A 3=C 
1=A 2=B) 

Anti-police slogan used across punk, 
anarchist, and criminal subcultures. 
Does not itself indicate violence, but 
reflects deep anti-law-enforcement 
identity. 

More relevant to 
MAG operational 
security: a 
candidate with 
strong anti-law-
enforcement 
identity may 
compromise the 
group's ability to 
interact lawfully 
with authorities. 

🏴🏴  
(solid black) 

Black Flag / Black 
Bloc 

Black flag = general anarchism. 
Black bloc = a tactic (not a group) in 
which protesters dress in black to 
avoid identification. Participants may 
or may not engage in property 
destruction. 

Black flag as 
identity = 
anarchist. Black 
bloc participation 
= property 
destruction 
possible. Ask 
about protest 
involvement. 
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7B — ANTI-GOVERNMENT / ANTI-ESTABLISHMENT GROUPS 
 
The following groups and affiliations represent anti-government sentiment across the political spectrum. 
For a MAG, the key operational question is not ideology but lawfulness: does the candidate operate 
within legal frameworks, or do they reject them? Sovereign citizens (Section 6) are the clearest 
example of legal framework rejection. The groups below are assessed on activity, not belief. 

Group / Movement Identifiers MAG Risk Assessment 

Three Percenters 
(III%) 

Roman numeral 'III' logo, 
'Three Percent' or '3%' in 
bios, username, patches. 
Often on apparel. 

Loosely organized constitutional militia 
movement. Spectrum: mainstream gun-rights 
advocacy to active paramilitary. Assess: what 
does the candidate believe the group is for? 
Lawful defense or offensive action against 
government? 

Oath Keepers 'OK' logo, military-style unit 
structure, organized around 
refusing 'unconstitutional 
orders.' 

Post-January 6 federal prosecutions of 
leadership. Active membership in organized 
formations is a significant risk indicator. 
Assess depth of involvement. 

Proud Boys 'RWDS' (Right Wing Death 
Squad), 'Stand Back Stand 
By,' Proud Boys patches, 
Fraternal Order of Alt-
Knights (FOAK). 

DHS/FBI documented involvement in political 
violence. Degree-based membership 
structure. Assess: what degree did candidate 
attain and what does that require? 

Boogaloo Movement Hawaiian shirt ('the Big 
Luau'), 'boog,' igloo emoji, 
American flag with igloo. 
Accelerationist variant wants 
to trigger civil war. 

FBI has arrested Boogaloo members for 
violence and plotting attacks. Accelerationist 
framing = disqualifying. 

Militia Movement 
(generic) 

Unit designations ('X County 
Militia,' '1st Patriot Guard'), 
military-style ranks, 
camouflage group photos. 

Wide spectrum. Lawful gun clubs to 
organized paramilitary training for offensive 
action. Assess: does the unit have a 
command structure? Does it plan offensive 
operations? 

QAnon 'Q,' 'WWG1WGA' (Where 
We Go One We Go All), 
'The Great Awakening,' 
'Trust the Plan,' 'NCSWIC.' 

Significant overlap with sovereign citizen 
movement. Conspiracy framework that can 
motivate targeted violence ('doing your own 
research'). Assess depth of belief and 
whether it motivates the candidate to take 
action. 

NFAC (Not F***ing 
Around Coalition) 

All-black tactical gear in 
formations, NFAC patches, 
leadership reference to 
'Grand Master Jay.' 

Black nationalist armed group. Leader has 
advocated for Black separatism. Assess: 
does membership indicate participation in 
armed formation or just political support? 



FORTUNE FAVORS THE PREPARED · MAG VETTING REFERENCE  

Semper Paratus, Semper Gumby 
fortunefavorstheprepared.com  ·  Investigator Reference  ·  Not for Distribution 

Group / Movement Identifiers MAG Risk Assessment 

Baedan / Queer 
Nihilist 

Anarchist nihilist tendency 
rejecting all identity 
categories including queer 
ones. Very niche. 

Rarely relevant to MAG context. Included for 
completeness. 

Eco-Terrorism 
networks (ELF/ALF) 

Earth Liberation Front or 
Animal Liberation Front 
communiqués, 
'monkeywrenching' 
references, cell structure 
language. 

FBI has classified ELF/ALF as domestic 
terrorist organizations. Cell structure + 
property destruction history = significant 
operational risk. 

 

7C — PROBE FRAMEWORK FOR POLITICAL EXTREMISM (ANY DIRECTION) 
 
The following questions apply regardless of political direction. They are designed to surface the 
candidate's actual relationship with political violence and lawfulness — the two factors that matter for 
MAG operational security. 

Question What You're Listening For 

What does 'preparedness' mean to you — are 
you preparing for natural disaster, social 
unrest, or something else? 

Vague or concerning: 'the coming collapse,' 'what 
the government will do,' 'the war.' Specific and 
reasonable: 'storms, job loss, medical.' 

Do you believe the current U.S. government is 
legitimate? 

SovCit, anarchist, or accelerationist framing if no. 
Assess how far they go: skepticism vs. active 
rejection. 

Have you ever participated in a protest, 
demonstration, or group action? 

Note: type, frequency, and role. Peaceful 
attendance ≠ concern. Arrest, black bloc 
participation, or leadership role = note. 

Is there a scenario where you would take 
action against a government official or 
institution? 

Listen carefully. 'Lawful self-defense' is acceptable. 
'Yes, when the time comes' or 'they had it coming' = 
significant. 

Have you ever been asked to do something by 
a political group that you thought might be 
illegal? 

Compliance or refusal? How did they describe it? 

What do you think of the January 6 events? Not a political litmus test — listen for: advocacy of 
political violence, belief that violence was justified, 
planning for future similar action. 

  



FORTUNE FAVORS THE PREPARED · MAG VETTING REFERENCE  

Semper Paratus, Semper Gumby 
fortunefavorstheprepared.com  ·  Investigator Reference  ·  Not for Distribution 

8 
SECTION 8 
Quick Reference Card — Pattern Assessment 

 
Use this card during OSINT review to log indicators. A single indicator is a data point. Assess patterns. 
The more independent sources confirm an indicator, the stronger the finding. 

DISQUALIFYING 
Any of these alone are 
disqualifying:  
• Active SovCit paper 
terrorism  
• AB / BGF / MS-13 
membership  
• 1% OMC three-piece 
patch  
• Accelerationism / race 
war advocacy  
• External leverage / law 
enforcement informant 
role  
• Turner Diaries / Siege 
endorsement + other WN 
markers 

HIGH CONCERN 
Require strong counter-
evidence:  
• 14/88 combined  
• Black Sun / SS bolts  
• Three-piece OMC patch 
• SovCit vehicle indicators 
• Prison gang tattoos (AB, 
BGF)  
• Boogaloo 
accelerationism 

PROBE IN INTERVIEW 
Assess with full context:  
• Norse runes (Valknut, 
Tyr, Odal)  
• Celtic cross  
• Three arrows / anarchist 
symbols  
• Militia or 3% affiliation  
• QAnon beliefs  
• Prison tattoos (spider 
web, teardrop) 

DATA POINT ONLY 
Note and monitor:  
• Single number without 
pattern  
• Antifa symbols without 
activity  
• Political party 
membership  
• Raised fist / general 
protest imagery  
• Confederate flag alone  
• Single Norse symbol 
with plausible heritage 
claim 

 

This reference is a living document. Indicator significance evolves as groups adopt and abandon symbols. Always 
cross-reference current findings against current FBI NGIC threat assessments and ADL Hate Symbols Database 

before finalizing any finding based on this reference alone.  
The ADL database is at: adl.org/resources/hate-symbol. SPLC Intelligence Report is at: splcenter.org. 


