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SEASONAL PIVOT: GRADUATION CLOSING  ->  SUMMER MASS-GATHERING SEASON OPENS 
Commencement window ends ~31 May; FIFA World Cup opens 11 Jun as the dominant summer soft-target driver 
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BOTTOM LINE UP FRONT 

Three things change your security calculus right now: 
1.  The Al-Saadi Kata’ib Hizballah synagogue-bombing case remains the active US lead. The senior KH 
commander charged 15 May with plotting a Manhattan synagogue bombing and simultaneous strikes 
on Jewish centers in Los Angeles and Scottsdale is now in pretrial custody in SDNY; his defense has 
begun publicly framing him as a “political prisoner” and “prisoner of war.” NYPD Commissioner Jessica 
Tisch, speaking at Temple Emanu-El, said she has not seen a threat environment like this one in 18 
years in government. The US Counterterrorism guide places KH at 7,000-10,000 members responsible 
for 150-plus attacks on US forces since October 2023. The HAYI-claimed European/Canada campaign 
tied to the same network continues. This is a named, charged, US-soil plot, not a foreign indicator. 
2.  The soft-target calendar pivots this week. Graduation season closes by 31 May; the FIFA World Cup 
2026 (11 June-19 July, 11 US host cities, 104 matches over 39 days) becomes the dominant summer 
mass-gathering driver. The US government has earmarked $625 million for venue security across the 
11 US host cities and FEMA has awarded $250 million to the 11 host states for counter-UAS capability, 
with hostile drones assessed as the paramount concern. The historical DHS/FBI pattern is a joint 
intelligence bulletin to law enforcement ahead of the summer event season warning that DVEs, FTO-
inspired HVEs, and non-ideological mass-casualty attackers target large gatherings with little warning. 
3.  Houses of worship and Jewish institutions remain the most acute standing US soft target, and the 
Iran track bears directly on the IRGC-proxy threat level: a tentative 60-day US-Iran ceasefire-extension 
MoU is awaiting signature, which does not reduce the standing proxy-retaliation posture. Treat Jewish-
affiliated schools, day-care, and youth programs as the most sensitive sub-target, with vehicle standoff 
at the entrance, food/beverage handling, mail intake, and child-area access control as the indicated 
standing mitigations. 
SOURCES: Time / Small Wars Journal / ASIS / NBC NY / Legal Insurrection: Al-Saadi updates  ·  Noggin / NPR / 
Al Jazeera: World Cup 2026 security  ·  ABC News: DHS-FBI summer-events bulletin pattern  ·  ADL: synagogue 
attack decade review 
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CURRENT ACTIVE THREATS  -  29 MAY 2026 

 

NYC SYNAGOGUE BOMBING PLOT  -  KH COMMANDER IN PRETRIAL 
CUSTODY 

Manhattan, NY / Los Angeles, CA / Scottsdale, AZ  |  Charged 15 May 2026; pretrial as of 29 May 
ACTIVE  -  PRE-ATTACK DISRUPTION, CASE PROCEEDING 
SIZE: One named senior operator of an Iran-backed FTO, charged with six federal terrorism counts. 
Plot scope: simultaneous attacks on a Manhattan synagogue plus Jewish centers in Los Angeles and 
Scottsdale, Arizona. Operator tied to roughly 20 attacks across Europe and Canada since late 
February. Parent organization Kata’ib Hizballah assessed at 7,000-10,000 members, 150-plus attacks 
on US forces since October 2023. 

ACTIVITY: 32-year-old Iraqi national Mohammad Baqer Saad Dawood Al-Saadi, identified by 
prosecutors as a KH commander, attempted to hire an FBI undercover officer to bomb three US Jewish 
institutions, paying a $3,000 cryptocurrency down payment and offering $10,000 total. He directed the 
European campaign in the name of Harakat Ashab al-Yamin al-Islamia (HAYI), a KH component. 
Defense counsel now publicly frames him as a “political prisoner” and “prisoner of war.” 

LOCATION: Manhattan synagogue target unspecified by prosecutors; confirmed additional targets are 
Jewish centers in Los Angeles and Scottsdale AZ. Suspect held in federal pretrial custody in the 
Southern District of New York. Collateral European cells (Amsterdam, Paris, London, Skopje) tied to the 
network remain at large. 

TIME: Charging documents unsealed 15 May 2026, SDNY. Communications, payments, and target 
reconnaissance occurred from approximately 1 April. Case is proceeding through pretrial as of this 
cycle; no trial date in open source. The threat the case represents is current and continuing, not closed 
by the arrest. 

EQUIPMENT: $3,000 cryptocurrency down payment for the synagogue bombing; $10,000 total offered 
for the tri-target strike. Demonstrated explosive capability via the European cell (gasoline-and-firework 
devices; a Bank of New York Mellon branch firebombed in Amsterdam; an attempted Bank of America 
device in Paris). IED or arson were the methods discussed for the US targets. 

UNIT: FBI New York JTTF (lead); NYPD; SDNY prosecutors; FBI counterterrorism. NYPD 
Commissioner Jessica Tisch publicly characterized the current threat environment as unprecedented in 
her 18-year career. Suspect shown in the complaint as a prior associate of Qassem Soleimani. 

 

BOTTOM LINE: An IRGC-aligned senior KH commander attempted to buy a synagogue bombing in 
Manhattan and Jewish-center bombings in Los Angeles and Scottsdale, paying real money. This is a 
named, charged, US-soil plot. Any prominent pro-Israel synagogue, JCC, or Jewish school in the three 
named cities or any major US metro is on the active target set. SCN-affiliated congregations should have 
current FBI field-office liaison; if not, establish it now. 

ANALYST ASSESSMENT 
LIKELIHOOD / CONFIDENCE  --  A further Kata’ib Hizballah / HAYI-linked attempt against a US 
Jewish or pro-Israel soft target over the next 60 days is assessed as roughly even chance at 
MODERATE confidence. The network has demonstrated intent, funding, and a sustained 
European/Canada operational tempo, but the US arrest disrupted the most advanced known cell and 
raised the network’s operational risk. 

CHANGE FROM PRIOR  --  The 16 May issue carried this as a newly charged plot at the point of 
arrest. This cycle the case is in pretrial custody with the defense mounting a “political prisoner” 
narrative, and the broader threat environment was publicly characterized by NYPD leadership as 
unprecedented. The threat is assessed as continuing rather than resolved; the underlying network and 
its European cells remain active. 

TRIPWIRES  --  (1) any new HAYI claim or KH-attributed attack in Europe, Canada, or the US; (2) 
identification or arrest of a US-based collateral cell; (3) a change in the Al-Saadi custody or charging 
posture; (4) an Iranian state statement endorsing retaliation against US targets; (5) movement on the 
US-Iran ceasefire-extension MoU that alters proxy tasking. 

ALTERNATIVE HYPOTHESES 

https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/


Alt-Hyp 1 (roughly even chance):  The network attempts another US or Western soft-target attack 
within the near term despite the arrest. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

A documented 20-attack European/Canada campaign; demonstrated funding 
and tradecraft; an active parent FTO with thousands of members; an ongoing 
Iran conflict providing motivation. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

The most advanced known US cell was disrupted; the arrest raises 
operational risk and surveillance pressure; no new claimed attack has 
appeared since the arrest this cycle. 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

INDETERMINATE  -  intent and capability established; no new attempt 
confirmed this cycle. 

 
Alt-Hyp 2 (unlikely):  The arrest and prosecution materially suppress near-term network activity 
against US targets. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

A high-value operator is in custody; international law-enforcement 
coordination is demonstrated; surveillance and disruption pressure are 
elevated. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

The network is distributed across multiple European countries and continued 
after prior arrests; Iranian proxy tasking runs on its own timeline; the parent 
FTO is large and resilient. 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

INDETERMINATE  -  no measurable suppression observable in open 
source this cycle. 

 
SOURCES: AP / Washington Times: Al-Saadi charged  ·  Time: KH proxy network profile  ·  Small Wars Journal: 
KH campaign analysis  ·  NBC NY: six federal counts, HAYI tie  ·  ASIS Security Management: case detail  ·  Legal 
Insurrection: Tisch statement 

 

SEASONAL FOCUS (NEW)  -  FIFA WORLD CUP 2026 / SUMMER MASS-
GATHERING SEASON 

 

FIFA WORLD CUP 2026  -  11 US HOST CITIES, 11 JUNE-19 JULY 

11 US host cities + 3 Mexico, 2 Canada  |  Opens 11 Jun; US opens vs Paraguay 12 Jun (LA); final 19 Jul (NY/NJ) 
FORWARD  -  SEASONAL DRIVER OPENING 
SIZE: The largest World Cup in history: 48 teams, 104 matches over 39 days across 16 host cities (11 
in the US, 3 in Mexico, 2 in Canada). US venues include the NY/NJ final (MetLife, 19 July), semifinals at 
Dallas and Atlanta, plus Miami, Los Angeles, Boston, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle, Houston, 
and Kansas City. Aggregate US attendance and affiliated fan-zone crowds run into the millions across 
the window. 

ACTIVITY: No specific credible threat to the tournament is known in open source as of this cycle. The 
concern is structural: large, accessible, internationally symbolic crowds across stadiums, training sites, 
transit hubs, hotels, and fan zones, with unprecedented cross-border coordination among three host 
nations. CISA assesses concerts, sports venues, houses of worship, and shopping centers as 
accessible and often lightly secured targets. 

LOCATION: Eleven US metros simultaneously in scope for 39 days. Fan zones and unticketed 
gathering areas outside secured stadium perimeters are the higher-exposure surface, as they carry 
stadium-scale crowds without stadium-scale screening. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/
https://www.cisa.gov/known-exploited-vulnerabilities-catalog


TIME: Tournament window 11 June-19 July 2026. US team opens vs Paraguay 12 June in Los 
Angeles. Group stage 11-27 June; knockouts thereafter; final 19 July at the NY/NJ venue. Threat tempo 
historically rises around marquee fixtures and in the days before them. 

EQUIPMENT: Federal preparedness: $625 million earmarked for venue security across the 11 US host 
cities; FEMA awarded $250 million to the 11 host states for counter-UAS (detect/identify/track/mitigate). 
Hostile drones are assessed by planners as the paramount concern. The historical attacker tool set for 
mass events is vehicles, firearms, and IEDs. 

UNIT: Per-venue local law enforcement coordinating with DHS, CISA, and the FBI; cross-border 
coordination with Mexican and Canadian authorities; FEMA for counter-UAS grant administration. 
Private venue operators and fan-zone organizers carry primary site-security responsibility. 

 

BOTTOM LINE: The World Cup is the dominant US soft-target driver of the summer, replacing 
graduation season from mid-June. For any operator near a host city, the higher-exposure surface 
is the unticketed fan zone, not the screened stadium. Counter-UAS, vehicle standoff at gathering 
perimeters, and crowd-egress planning are the indicated priorities. Houses of worship and Jewish 
institutions in host cities inherit elevated ambient risk during the window as collateral high-
symbolism targets. 

ANALYST ASSESSMENT 
LIKELIHOOD / CONFIDENCE  --  A mass-casualty attack specifically at a World Cup venue is 
assessed as unlikely at MODERATE confidence given the scale of federal security investment and the 
absence of any specific credible threat; however, an attack somewhere in the broader US soft-target 
space during the tournament window is assessed as roughly even chance at MODERATE confidence, 
consistent with the historical pattern of elevated targeting around high-profile summer events. 

CHANGE FROM PRIOR  --  NEW this issue. The 16 May edition was anchored on graduation season 
(peak window through 31 May). This issue introduces the World Cup as the successor seasonal driver 
as the commencement window closes, reflecting the calendar pivot rather than any new threat reporting 
against the tournament. 

TRIPWIRES  --  (1) any DHS/FBI joint intelligence bulletin naming the World Cup; (2) any disrupted plot 
or claimed threat against a host city or fan zone; (3) a UAS incursion at a host venue; (4) an attack at 
any large summer gathering that could serve as a template; (5) an Iran-track deterioration that raises 
the FTO-inspired threat during the window. 

ALTERNATIVE HYPOTHESES 
Alt-Hyp 1 (unlikely):  A successful mass-casualty attack occurs at a World Cup stadium or its secured 
perimeter. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

Internationally symbolic target; sustained extremist interest in sporting 
events; very large crowds; 39-day window across 11 US metros. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

$625M in dedicated venue security plus $250M in counter-UAS; intensive 
federal-local-international coordination; hardened, screened stadium 
perimeters; no specific credible threat known. 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

INDETERMINATE  -  forward-looking; no specific threat reporting this 
cycle. 

 
Alt-Hyp 2 (roughly even chance):  If an attack occurs in the tournament window, it strikes a softer 
affiliated target (fan zone, transit, hotel) rather than a stadium. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

CISA assesses lightly secured accessible venues as the attractive target; fan 
zones carry stadium-scale crowds without stadium screening; historical 
mass-event attacks hit the perimeter and approaches. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

Federal funding extends to fan-zone and transit security in host cities; 
heightened posture spans the whole host-city footprint, not just stadiums. 

https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.cisa.gov/known-exploited-vulnerabilities-catalog
https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www.dhs.gov/
https://www.fbi.gov/
https://www.cisa.gov/known-exploited-vulnerabilities-catalog


CURRENT 
STATUS 

INDETERMINATE  -  forward-looking; the softer-target displacement 
pattern is documented but unrealized this cycle. 

 
SOURCES: Noggin: 2026 soft-target / World Cup venue guide  ·  Al Jazeera / Wego / Roadtrips: World Cup 
schedule and host cities  ·  NPR: host-city and training-base list  ·  CISA: public-gathering vulnerability guidance  ·  
ABC News: DHS-FBI summer-events bulletin pattern 

 

UK ARSON NETWORK + HAYI OPERATIONS  -  FOREIGN PRECURSOR 

London / Europe  |  Same KH network as Al-Saadi; active through late May 
FOREIGN PRECURSOR  -  SAME NETWORK 
SIZE: The UK national threat level remains SEVERE. Counter Terrorism Policing London reports 30 
people now arrested in the London-area Jewish-site arson campaign, 8 charged and one 17-year-old 
having pleaded guilty. A defendant in the Tower Hamlets former-synagogue arson was reported in court 
this cycle to have been in contact with an Iraqi phone number shortly before the fire, reinforcing the 
Iran-direction assessment. The same Al-Saadi SDNY case file ties this European arson-and-bombing 
wave to a single Kata’ib Hizballah operational network. 

ACTIVITY: Accelerant arson against Jewish and former-Jewish sites (Tower Hamlets, Finchley, prior 
Golders Green, Kenton, Watford), plus stabbings and vehicle assaults attributed to the network. HAYI 
claims have been lodged across Belgium, France, Germany, the Netherlands, and North Macedonia. 
UK synagogues have reportedly begun stockpiling chemical-exposure and bleeding-control kits. 

LOCATION: Greater London and multiple European states. The geographic spread and method 
diversity (arson, stabbing, vehicle, IED) indicate a distributed network using local criminal proxies, 
characterized by UK police as IRGC “thugs for hire” tradecraft. 

TIME: UK SEVERE threat level in effect with no set expiration; arson-and-arrest cycle running 
continuously since late March. Most recent charges mid-May 2026. The campaign is one operational 
stage ahead of the US, where the Al-Saadi cell was disrupted at the planning stage. 

EQUIPMENT: Accelerant devices; edged weapons; vehicles. UK institutional hardening toward 
chemical-exposure and mass-bleeding response indicates UK assessment treats a chemical or mass-
casualty attack on a Western soft target as plausible within the year. 

UNIT: Counter Terrorism Policing London (lead); Met Police; same network as the Al-Saadi US case 
per the SDNY complaint. US institutions should read UK posture as a forward indicator of their own 
threat surface. 

 

BOTTOM LINE: The UK arson network and the US Al-Saadi case are the same operation, one 
stage further along abroad. UK posture treats chemical-exposure risk as plausible. US Jewish 
institutions, JCCs, and pro-Israel Christian institutions should audit HVAC intake points, 
mail/package intake, and food/beverage handling on top of vehicle standoff and armed posture. 

ANALYST ASSESSMENT 
LIKELIHOOD / CONFIDENCE  --  Continued HAYI/KH-linked soft-target activity in Europe over the next 
60 days is assessed as very likely at MODERATE-to-HIGH confidence given the sustained multi-
country tempo since March; spillover of an equivalent executed attack to the US in that window is 
assessed as unlikely-to-roughly-even-chance at MODERATE confidence, with the US cell having been 
disrupted pre-attack. 

CHANGE FROM PRIOR  --  Updated this cycle. The UK arrest count rose to 30 (8 charged, one guilty 
plea), and a Tower Hamlets defendant was reported in court to have been in contact with an Iraqi 
phone number before the fire, hardening the Iran-direction linkage. No executed US attack from this 
network has occurred. The European-vs-US likelihood split is stated explicitly. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.cisa.gov/known-exploited-vulnerabilities-catalog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Revolutionary_Guard_Corps


TRIPWIRES  --  (1) a chemical or mass-casualty escalation in the European campaign; (2) a HAYI 
claim or KH-linked attack on US soil; (3) identification of a US-based cell beyond Al-Saadi; (4) a UK 
threat-level change; (5) an Iranian state endorsement of the campaign. 

ALTERNATIVE HYPOTHESES 
Alt-Hyp 1 (very likely):  The European campaign continues at or above its current tempo in the near 
term. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

Continuous arson-and-arrest cycle since March; distributed multi-country 
network; local-proxy tradecraft that is hard to fully suppress; UK SEVERE 
level sustained. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

Sustained arrests are degrading the UK cell; heavy CT attention across 
Europe; possible network caution after the US arrest exposed tradecraft. 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

OBSERVED IN PROGRESS  -  active arson-and-arrest cycle continuing 
this cycle. 

 
Alt-Hyp 2 (unlikely to roughly even chance):  An equivalent network-linked attack is executed on US 
soil in the near term. 

WHAT WOULD 
SUPPORT 

The same network demonstrated US intent (Al-Saadi); the parent FTO is 
large; the Iran conflict provides sustained motivation. 

WHAT WOULD 
DISCONFIRM 

The known US cell was disrupted pre-attack; elevated US surveillance; no 
second US cell identified in open source this cycle. 

CURRENT 
STATUS 

INDETERMINATE  -  US intent demonstrated; no executed US attack 
from this network. 

 
SOURCES: Met Police: Tower Hamlets arson charges  ·  Reuters: Finchley arrest  ·  SDNY complaint: network 
linkage  ·  Evening Standard: UK synagogue chemical-kit hardening 

 

OURCING & STANDARDS 

This issue was built against Master Source Registry v2.12 (484 sources suite-wide; 37 tagged to 
STSB). All STSB-tagged sources were swept for the 16-29 May window. Analytic judgments follow ICD 
203/206 per SOP 0.113: likelihood (using the standard ladder: almost no chance / very unlikely / 
unlikely / roughly even chance / likely / very likely / almost certain) and confidence (HIGH / MODERATE 
/ LOW) are stated as separate dimensions on every forward judgment, each scored card carries two or 
more alternative hypotheses with supporting and disconfirming evidence, and changed judgments carry 
a CHANGE FROM PRIOR line. 
No new public NTAS bulletin issued in the 16-29 May window. The dominant cycle change is the 
seasonal pivot from graduation season (closing ~31 May) to the FIFA World Cup / summer mass-
gathering season (opening 11 June). The Al-Saadi KH case remains the active US lead; synagogue 
and house-of-worship threats carry forward as the standing acute soft-target concern. 
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