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FLASH- Iran War Day 26 — Iranian Attack on Saudi Abgaiq / Ras Tanura Oil Complex

001A

WHAT Iranian forces launched a coordinated drone and ballistic missile attack directly targeting
Saudi Arabia's Abgaiq oil processing facility and Ras Tanura export terminal in the Eastern
Province.

WHERE Saudi Arabia Eastern Province — Abgaiq oil processing facility and Ras Tanura crude
export terminal; both are components of the world's largest oil processing and export
infrastructure.

WHEN Attack sequence occurred within an 11-hour window today, 26 March 2026, confirmed post-

1200 EDT; Saudi MoD announced intercepts this afternoon.

WHO IRGC (attacker — drones and ballistic missile); Saudi Armed Forces (defender — claimed
intercept of 32+ drones and one ballistic missile).

SO WHAT Abgaiq and Ras Tanura collectively process approximately 7% of global oil supply; a direct
Iranian attack on this complex — even one that was intercepted — is a qualitative escalation
beyond any target struck to date and drove Brent crude above $107/bbl from the morning
DTR baseline of ~$100.

SOURCE Saudi Ministry of Defence statement [Tier 1]; GCC Secretary-General briefing [Tier 1]; AP
via Britannica liveblog 1519 EDT [Tier 2]; Al Jazeera Day 26 [Tier 2].

CONFIDENCE HIGH — Saudi MoD intercept claim is Tier 1; physical damage assessment at Abqaig/Ras
Tanura is PENDING independent confirmation and is the key intelligence gap.

FLASH- Iran War Day 26 — IDF Strikes Isfahan; IRGC Navy Commander Killed
001B
WHAT Israel struck Iranian military infrastructure in Isfahan, dropping approximately 70 bombs on

ballistic missile launch, storage, and air defense sites in western Iran; the IDF separately
confirmed the killing of the head of the IRGC Navy.

WHERE Isfahan and western Iran (Israeli airstrikes on missile and air defense infrastructure);
Lebanon — Hajir area (IRGC Navy Commander killed in separate IDF strike); central Israel
— Kafr Qasim, Ganei Tikva, Tel Aviv (Iranian ballistic missile response).
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WHEN Strikes and confirmed kill announced by IDF today, 26 March 2026, post-1200 EDT; Iran
responded with two rounds of ballistic missiles on central Israel the same afternoon.

WHO IDF (20 strike sorties, ~70 bombs, Isfahan and western Iran; IRGC Navy Commander Kkill);
IRGC (ballistic missile response, two rounds, central Israel); Israeli Home Front Command
(shelter activations Jerusalem, Tel Aviv).

SO WHAT A named IRGC Navy Commander kill and simultaneous precision strikes on missile
infrastructure in Isfahan represent a significant operational escalation; Iranian missile
response on central Israel confirms the exchange pattern is intensifying, not winding down
despite the Trump deadline extension.

SOURCE IDF spokesman via Times of Israel live blog [Tier 1]; Times of Israel live blog 26 Mar 2026
[Tier 2]; Al Jazeera [Tier 2]; NPR updated 1647 EDT [Tier 2].

CONFIDENCE HIGH — IDF strikes and IRGC Navy Commander kill are Tier 1 confirmed; Iranian missile
response on central Israel multi-source corroborated.

FLASH- Iran War Day 26 — Trump Extends Hormuz Power-Plant Strike Deadline to 6

001C April

WHAT President Trump extended his deadline for Iran to reopen the Strait of Hormuz from
approximately 28 March to 6 April 2026, holding off on threatened strikes against Iranian
power plants and citing active back-channel communications.

WHERE Washington DC (US policy announcement); Islamabad, Pakistan (Pakistani interior minister
held secret meeting with Iranian ambassador — back-channel confirmed); Strait of Hormuz
(remains closed).

WHEN Deadline extension announced today, 26 March 2026; new deadline is 6 April 2026.

WHO Trump administration (deadline extension); Pakistan (mediator — interior minister meeting
confirmed); Iran (back-channel acknowledged by Iranian FM as message exchange only,
not negotiation); GCC Secretary-General (stated Iran already charging passage fees in
violation of international law).

SO WHAT The morning DTR assessed the power-plant pause expiring ~28 March; the new April 6
deadline materially changes the operational calendar and is the primary diplomatic
development of the afternoon, though Iran's simultaneous missile strikes on Israel and
attack on Saudi oil infrastructure are inconsistent with a de-escalatory posture.

SOURCE NPR updated 1647 EDT, 26 Mar 2026 [Tier 2]; AP via Britannica liveblog 1519 EDT [Tier 2];
Al Jazeera [Tier 2]; GCC Secretary-General briefing [Tier 1].

CONFIDENCE HIGH — deadline extension multi-source confirmed; Pakistan back-channel confirmed by
Islamabad official speaking on condition of anonymity [MODERATE confidence — single
source, unattributed].

— END OF FLASH MESSAGE —  Full assessment in next DTR cycle: 27 MAR 2026 / ~1200 UTC
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